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b It is of the Lord's mercies that we are not conſum. 


ea, becauſe his compaſſions fail not. 
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HE book of lamentations is an elegy, 
compoſed by the prophet Feremuah, on 
_ occaſion of the terrible deſolation that had 
| been brought upon Judah and Jeruſa- 
lem, by the conqueſts of the Chaldean army. The 
| proſpect of thoſe calamities, which he foretold, 

and threatned the Jews with, in the name of 
the Lord, made him cry out, Oh that my head 
| were waters, and mine eyes a fountain of tears, that 
I might weep day and night, for the ſlain of the 
daughter of my people“ and when they were actual- 
ly arrived, he laments over them with the deepeſt 
and moſt pungent ſorrow. The whole book is 
filled with thoſe beautiful and ſtrong expreſſions 
of grief, that it is difficult which to prefer. The 
prophet while he laments, deſcribes in moſt pierc- 
ing language the various miſeries, that had been 
brought upon his country, and the capital there- 
of, by the horrors of war. He paints from ſight 
and not from imagination, and ſo doing, gives 
2 kind of reality to what he deſcribes, owing to 
1 which, 


BY) 
Eons, 
- 52 
By 
A * 
W 
N 


On T hank/gromg 


| 


which, we rather ſee them, than read their hiſ. 
tory. We may be ſure that J-remiah felt much 
for his people and country, from the feeling man- 
ner in which he ſets forth their diſtreſſes; and 
that he was far from being, that enemy to their 
intereſts they charged him with being, on ac- 
count of his giving advice that was not pleaſing 
to them. A good man. will ſympathize with, 


and pity the community of which he is a part, Þ 


when it's under the judgments of heaven, tho' 

he himſelt, through ſpecial circumſtances, ſhould 
be exempted i in tome meaſure from them. Re- 
ligion, when true and unfeigned, dilates the heart, 

filling it with benevolence and compaſſion to man- 
kind in general; but it deſtroys not a particular 
affection for certain ſocietics, with whom we are 
more intimately connected by ſocial ties, no let; 
than the common ones of human nature, 


Ix the chapter containing our text, Feremiat; 
ſpeaks much, though not always, in the ſingular 
number, and in the firſt perſon, as though he al. 


luded to himfelf only; but we muſt underſtand 


him, rather as perſonating God's people in their 
preſent diſtreſs, which is varioully repreſented 
under different figures. But though it abounds 
with lamentation, yet it is far from being filled 
therewith, in every part. Some of the verſes 
breath a different ſtrain, and contain an acknow- 
ledgement of the divine goodneſs. Thus our 
text, It is of the Lord's niercies that we are nit 
conſumed, becaiſſe his compaſſions ſail not; from 
whence I would raiſe the following obſervation, 


I. IN the arſt place, that the ſoreſt calamities ſhould 
not make us overlook our mercies, nor prevent 
our being thankful for them. ATE m— iy 
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DISCOURSE. 7 


; , | N 
L us conſider this obſervation. It ſuppoſes, 


that in the ſeaſons of the greateſt diſtreſs we have 
ſome mercies. And who is there that will r- 


mally deny it but what will readily acknowledge 


it, when under no ſpecial calamity? However, 
let the ſcene change, and painful grievous trials 


| overtake us, and what a difference do they oc- 


calion | Many then loſe fight of the good they 


poſſeſs ; and are as much ftrangers to the mer- 
cies attending them, as though they had them 


not. Their minds are ſo engroſsed with their 
afflictions, that they neither can, nor will recol- 
let the others. By their continual groaning and 
complaining, you would be led to infer that they 


remaining, and had felt a change worſe than what 
Fob experienced, more grievous than ever any 
other was acquainted with. But be our calami- 


, ties ever ſo great and many, upon inquiring fair- 


ly into the matter, and drveſting ourſelves of the 
prejudices, ariſing from the dictates of animal na- 


ture when pained, we ſhall be ſoon convinced 
that we are in the enjoyment of ſome mercies. 


Have we not certain advantages that tend to al- 


leviate our diſtreſſes ? If we are poor, have we 
not a good ſhare of health ? If poor and ſickly, 
have we not places wherein to abide, and friends 
to help us? If we are pained, have we not con- 


veniences to accommodate us, fo that we ſuffer 


| lefs than otherwiſe ? Are we bereaved of near and 
dear relatives, or of our beſt friends; ſtill, have 
| we not acquaintance in whom we can find ſome 
relief? Are we cruelly perſecuted by inveterate 
enemies; have we no one to help, or at leaſt to 
| pity us ? And pity 1s a ſpecies of comfort to the 
| diltreſſed—it aſſuages the anguiſh of the mind, 


and 


r a . A 
> = 2 AX wa * - 
 - 44 T - 8 
— * = 4 by -— 
——— 
Sint. 


: 2 
8 


— — " * AR; 4 — 
RC — — > 4 : 5 N 
- — 1 — Y — — 
— 5 — - 
— 568 - - 88 
r — -* oe 3G. 4+ . Bn © =p \ ER N 
n 25 . oo, > oO 
—_— 4 825 — b = A 


bf 
7 
I] 


. 


«) 
KY 
y 

+ 
A* 
* 
1a 
5 
5 A 

9 

+» 


* 2 
——ů — 


4 
— — — — ot — E - 
þ ; wa. "Fu 3 — . 
c — m Aer Ss... 


* 


and hath the quality of an anodyne. But let us 
ſuppoſe, that we labour under a complication of 


unchangeable word to aſſure us, that if we re- 
pent and believe in his Son, we ſhall eſcape de- 
ſerved puniſhment hereafter, and be raiſed to the 


thoſe ſeveral inſtances of compaſſion which the 
Lord is exerciling towards us. We ſhould riot 


make the mo/? of them, and the be/# of them; 


> 


8 A T hankſorving 


diſorders and diſtreſſes, as great as our own pre-. 


judices and partiality can imagine, have we not 
the hope of a full deliverance, when life cloſeth, 


through the abounding of God's grace, in and 
by his Son Jeſus ? Should a conſciouſneſs of the 
manner in which we have conducted, of the un. 
godly lives we have lived, of the neglect with 


which we have treated the Saviour of the world, 
the prince of life, the Lord of glory, prevent our 1 


. | . ; | = 1 
having this hope; yet, have we not God's own |} ©! 


undeſerved joys of heaven? And have we not Þ 
{pace given us, wherein to repent and believe? 

Nothing then, but a mixture of the greateſt baſe.- Þ 
neſs and perverſeneſs, will prevent our owning. 


that we have ſome mercies in the ſeaſons of our þÞ & 


ſoreſt diſtreſs, And while we own them, let us!“ 8 
not attempt making them as /e and as igt a Þ 4 
poſſible. I is too common for perſons, under the th 
anguiſh of great a fflictions, to leſſen and diſparage Þ Wy 
their mercies. But the ſoreſt calamities ſhould nei- = 
ther make us overlook them, nor prevent our being TL 
thankful. for them. We ought not, by any means, | 1 
through diſpleaſure at the divine providence for the 


having laid us under heavy trials, to be blind to | 


willingly paſs them over. We ſhould rather 


that ſo our thankfulneſs may flow out the more 
freely, and may not be ſoon exhauſted. The bc- 
nefit that ariſes from an afflicted : perſon's con 

: 8 | ſidering 
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1 | caening attentively che good he is favoured with, 
„and habituating himſelt to thankſgivings on the 
t. 13 

2 account of it, is beyond what thoſe, who have 


2 4 not experienced or obſerved it, can imagine. 
e It is wonderful how fuch an one will ſupport his 
\ ſorrows ; how pleaſantly he will talk of the wiſ⸗ 
dom and goodneſs of God's government. When 
3 Þ you vilit him, you can ſcarce gather from the 
ur turn of his converſation, that he views himſelf 
i j under any ſpecial exerciſe, and you go away, 

4. 4 upon leaving him, with a picaſing amazement at 
e. his chriſtian Patience. 

he I would now further obſerve, from it's being 
5 nid, it is of the Lord's mercies that we are not conſumed, 

Pl II. In the 2d place, that however {ore our 
18 | calamitics may be, they amount not to a total 


zur 1 of our 61013 perſons. 


VP SouerniNG of this kind has been already kint- 


wk 8 * but 1 mean here to dwell a little upon the 
the I 
| thought. Our comforts may be conſuming a- 


">; round us. They may have been blaſted by the 
2 righteous and wiſe appointment of heaven, and 
210 


may be dying gradually, though certainly, and 
vet not be a ally dead. Our relations, friends, 
and acquaintance may be dropping off one after 
another in quick ſucceſſion, and yet not be totally 
taken away. But ſhould all thele enjoyments be 
Iyholly cnſemed, inftead of being only conſuming 3 
Mill zwe ourſelves are net conſumed. We have our 
Wives given us as a prey, and are eſcaped with 
them, amidſt the devaſtations that have ſurround- 
ed us. Is not life more than thoſe enjoyments 
that we have loſt ? for what is it that perſons 
will not part with, in order to retain and prolong 

B it 


10 4A Thankſewing 


yea all that a man hath, will he give for his life. 
The beauty will part with all the pleaſing graces 


of her ſhape and face, and take up with defor- £ 
mity, rather than fall before ſome ſore diſtemp- 
er, and become the prey of worms and rotten. 


neſs. The ſtrong rejoices that he hath been ſpar- 
ed, though his conſtitution has been ſo ſhattered, 
as that he is never more the ſame man as before. 
Yea, the wile are thankful tor thew recovery, 
even when their mental powers have been ſo im. 
paired, as that they have been thereby reduced 


to a level with the generality of mankind, Þ 
and in the change they have experienced, have 

been a ſtanding confirmation of the eminent 
propriety of that ſcripture direction, Let not th: 
wiſe man glory in his wiſdom, but let him that gli. 


rieth, glory in this, that he under/tandeth and knots. 


et me, that I am the Lord, which exerciſeth loving 
kindneſs, judgment and righteouſneſs in the earth, 
for in theſe things I delight faith the Lord. Jer. 
9. 23, 24. Some indeed when exerciſed with 
ſore calamities, are ſo diſguſted with their pre. 
ſent exiſtence, that they call for death to rid 


it? ſkin for ſkin, one commodity after another,, 


them of their troubles, without conſidering often, 


that ſhould they not be true penitents and real 
believers in the Lord Jeſus, thcir troubles would 
be far from ending with this lite, inſtead thereoi, 
would be greatly increaſed in a future ſtate. 


Of thoſe that thus call upon death to appear and 


relieve them of the burden with which they ar 
opprefied, one and another, was he to preſent 
himſelf perſonally before them, would, like thi 
man in the fable, deviſe an excuſe to get rid off 
him, he would proveſuch aking of terrorsto them. 
There are, it is true, an unhappy few, who! 
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weakneſs and wickedneſs, are greatly to be Ja- 
mented, that abandon themſelves to that worldly 
* forrow which worketh their death, by leading 


them into the commiſſion of that enormous 
But, after all that the ſuffering 


crime — ſuicide. 


and diſtreſſed may plead in favour of their wiſh- 
ing for death, merely upon the principle of ob- 
taining relief from preſent trouble; in general, 


life is more than all the enjoyments that we 


may have loſt: For in this changing world, we 


may ſtill be favoured with good days. Wem 
live to poſſeſs what ma 


*. 


make us joyful. The 


day may dawn afreſh upon us, though now in- 


volved in the darkneſs of night. We may live 
and ge: through thoſe painful ſcenes that aſſſict and 


terrify us; and the evening of life may, after all, 
be calm and placid, like what frequently hap- 


pens after a ſtormy difagreeable day. 
upon the rack, and under the torture ſatan h 


-preparcd for him, curſed the day of his birth, 
„ Where- 


and lamented that he could not die. 
* fore (faid he) is light given to him that is 


Job when 


ad 


in 


“ miſery, and life unto the bitter in foul ? which 
long tor death but it cometh not, and dig 
“ for it more than for hid treaſures; which re- 
J Joice exceedingly, and are glad when they 


cc 


can find the grave.” But you are not igno— 


rant of the end of 705; how that after his trial, 
he was a greater and happicr man than ever; for 


the Lord, beſides clearing up the character 


of Job, wiping away the aſperſions ignorantly 
caſt out againſt his integrity and godlineſs, bleſſed 


* huis latter end more than his beginning, for he 
e had fourtcen thouſand ſheep, and ſix thouſand 


camels, and a thouſand yoke of oxen, and a thou- 


land ſhe-aſſes, together with ſons and daught 
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as before, with this additional circumſtance plea- 


ſing eſpecially to an aged parent, that in all the « : 


land, were no women found fair like the daugh- 
ters of Job. Let us then be thankful for lite, 
as we may poſlibly live and fee better times. 
We are not conſumed. This or that perſon may 
object, though 7 not conſumed, yet We are 
conſuming apace; fleff and heart is failing daily; 
we ſhall be ſoon conſumed, unleſs a miracle 
{hould prevent, which it would be a preſumptu- 


ous weakneſs to expect. Allowing the truth of 


all this, yet let me remind ſuch, that they are not 


conſumed, nor conſtuning in the flames of hell. 


I uſe the words conſumed and confuming, as 
being led thereto by our text; but it is impro- 
perly, as the pcrſons ot. the wicked will not re- 
ally conſume in the flames of the bottomleſs pit. 


In that place of torments their comforts ſhall all 
be conſumed, but themſelves never. It would 
be ſome relief to them under ther puniſhment ; "I 
could they find themſclves gradually conſuming, _ 
though it was cyer ſo ilowly, for they would 


then, inſtead of deſpairing, hope that at length 


they ſhould be w holly contumcd ; but the worm 


dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. With 
all our ſorrows, we arc not under the enduring 


ſorrows of hell, we are not feeling the horrors 


and agonies of the ſecond death. 


Proceed we to obſerve, 
III. In the zd place, that had we received accord- 


ing to our demerits, we had been conſumed ; yea, 


all our hopes of being PSOne by. deatl. had 


been conſumed. 


Tur generality have their minds but little ex- 
erciſed about (Rene demerits. They have ſcarce 


* 


DISUCOUUKRSE. 13 
any notion of their deſerving heavy puniſhments, 
and that truly, becauſe they do not give into any 
1 enormities. They are not chargeable in 


the account of fellow creatures with high crimes 


? and miſdemeanors, but are upon the whole regu- 
5 lar and orderly; and therefore it does not enter 
1 their thoughts, that they are worthy of any par- 


ticular correction. Hence, ſhould infinite viſ- 


dom lay them under fore exerciſes, they mur- 


dealt by, and imagine themiclves cruelly treated. 
They ſuppoſe fur cher, that, being thus affficted, 


| it would be great injuſtice in God to caſt them 

into everlaſting burnings. To what muſt we 
reckon all theſe mis-conceptions ? They are ow- 
ing, to their not attending to the fins they are 
© chargeable with; to their having no proper ſenſe 
of the exceeding ſinfulneſs of ſin ; and to their 


not conlidering the many great obligations they 

3 are under to the moſt high God. 
| f Tax fins ſuch are chargeable with are not at- 
tended to. They are too ready to think no- 
thing ſins, but murder, drunkenneſs, whoredom, 
theft and the like; as though it was no ſin, to 
Jive in the neglect of religion, without God in the 
world; to ſhut him out of the heart; to place the 
kicctions upon the creature, rather than upon 
the Creator; to be an enemy to holineſs, while 


„ F E 


godlineſs; to feek happineſs wholly in this world, 
and to difr egard heaven; to contemn that coſtly 
Hacrifice which infinite love has provided as an 
atonement for fin, by lighting it; and to refuſe 
parcſerved obedience to him, whom God has 


conſtituted 


mur and complain as though they were hardly 


they muſt not be puniſhed | hereafter ; and that 
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ever venial they may appear to the ſinner, are 


highly diſpleaſing to God, and juſtly expoſe the 
criminal to the miſeries of the bottomleſs pit. 
He may indeed quarrel with that ſentence which 


the law denounces againſt him : but he would 


Judge differently was he acquainted with the ex- 


cceding ſinfulneſs of ſin. 


Tre malignity of an! IS great beyond the con- 


ception of the creature. No being but the al. 
mighty can fully comprehend it, for none but 
himſelf 

offered him, through the cornmiſſion of it. Had 
it not been an inconceivable evil, it would never 
have wrought ſuch a dreadful change in thoſe 
of the angels, that kept not their firſt eſtate; it 
had never provoked the Lord to have provided 
ſuch a horrid place for the puniſhment of it; it 


can be properly ſenſible of the indignity 


had never perpetuated that puniſhment to an 
endleſs duration; it had never produced ſuch 


melancholy diſorder among the works of heaven; 


it had never expoſed the whole race of mankind 


to future miſeries; it had never required the 
death of ſo ſtrange and honourable 2 ſacrifice 


as the Son of God, to have atoned for it. Sin 


implies that contempt of, and virulent oppoſition 


to, the greateſt and beſt of all beings, that enti. 
tles it to the epithet of exceeding f fl. 


Bur it is not the greatnels and goodneſs of | 5 


God alone, that evinces our demerit in ſinning 


againſt him; the obligations we are under to him 


do alſo confirm it. Beſides that ſpecial obliga 


tion we are under to him for our exiſtence, «| 


the creatures of his power, there! are thoſe Which 
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ariſe from his upholding and protecting us, and 
from the many benefits which he has been con- 
tinually beſtowing upon us. As the creatures of 


God, ever dependent upon him, and conſtant 


partakers of his bounty, we ſhould have been 
all obedience and compliance, to and with what- 
ever He was pleaſed to command and order ; 


more eſpecially as He could not, through the un- 


limited perfection of his nature, require any 
thing but what was in the higheſt degree righte- 


ous and good, nor do other than juſtly. But who 


is there that hath bcen all obedience and compli- 


ance ? Where ſhall we find in our world the man 


that hath done good perſeveringly, and hath not 


ſinned? Such a good man 1s not to be met with 


on carth. In many things we have all offended ; 
and do we pretend to fay that we have not 
ſinned, we give the God of truth the lie, than 


which there/cannot be a groſſer inſult, or blacker 
blaſphemy. We have ſinned fo often, and ſo 


much, that it is meet we ſhould cry out, who can 
under land bis errors? God be meraful to us finners l 


Such have becn and are our demerits, through 


the ſinfulneſs of our natures, and the many, the 
innumerable ſins of omiſſion and' commiſſion with 


which we are chargeable, that had we received 


according to them, we had been conſumed : we 


had been even there where the worm dieth not, 


and the fire is not quenched—where there is no- 


thing but wailing and gnaſhing of teeth, not fo 
much as the leaſt gleam of hope to moderate the 


diſtreſs and anguiſh of the tormented. 


HENCE I proceed to obſerve, 

IV. In the 4th and laſt place, that it is owing not 
onlyto the mercies of God, but the continuance ot 
his compaſſions that we are not conſumed. 


16 4 Thankſs orving 


SHOULD we be juſtified i in making a diſtinction 


between the divine mercies and compaſſions, 1. 2 
ſhould be ready to fay, that the firſt reſpected Þ 
the miſeries of thoſe upon whom they were ex- 
erciſed, the laſt their ſinfulneſs and demerit ; but 4 
poſſibly the different terms might be meant to ex- 


preſs one and the ſame thing. The mercies or 


compaſſions of God are enduring. The conti- Þ 


nuance of the divine mercy is much celebrated 
in the book of P/a/ms. It is the burden of one 
whole pfalm, every verſe of which ends with—for 
his mercy endureth for ever : the 136th. *Tis a noble 
_ topick, and richly deſerved to be ſo celebrated. 
*Tis what we ſhould be much in admiring, 


ſhould frequently think and ſpeak of, with glow- | 


ing gratitude, for it hes at the foundation of all 
the good, we either have or hope to poſſeſs. We 
are not favoured upon the principle of our de- 


ſerving it, from any comparative advantage that 


we may enjoy over others; for, however we may 
not have tranſgreſſed as they, yet we have fo 
i tranſgreſſed as to have forfeited all our comforts 
into the hands of divine juſtice, and to be wholly 
at the mercy of God. There is a ſtrange prone- 
"neſs in perſons to compare themſelves with others, 
whom they apprehend to be more faulty ; and to 
imagine, from the preeminence they appear to 
poſſeſs, that they have a degree of merit which 


entitles them in meaſure to the mercies they re- 


ceive. How ſtrongly does this caſt oppoſe the 
current of L which is often inculcating 

contrary ſentiments! Inſtead of indulging ſuch a 

caſt, that has a ſecret tendency to promote much 

ſpiritual pride, let us remember and apply to our- 

{elves thoſe words in the 36th of Ezeliel and 32d 

verſe, Not for your ſakes do I this, faith the E 
7 


7 
I 
25 


14 


"FF be it known al you : be aſhamed and confoun- 
2 ded for your own Ways, O houſe of Ifrael. *Tis not 


1 : 7 owing to merit, p erſonal merit, though to the bleſ- 


7 ſed merit of an ae ſurety, that the holieſt 
man on carth is not conſumed. And let it be 
remarked, that the more holy a man is, the more 
heartily and feelingly will he join, in ſaying, 


or it is of the Lord's mercies we are not conſumed, becauſe 
i- bis compa zone fail not; for ſuch an one will be 
ed moſt ſenfible, of the evil of fin, of his own finful 
Ne infirmities, of the ſpirituality of the divine law, 
4.1 and of _ = of the great Jehovah. 

ble 


ed. Let me now cloſe the preſent ſervice with the 


185 [following improvement. a 


W- 

al Þ x. And in the firſt place what call for thank- 
We fulneſs have thoſe, that ſince the laſt day of this 
de- kind, have not been exerciſed with any parti- 
hat uin afflictions, nor had their peace and happi- 
nay bes interrupted by any ſpecial providences, excep - 

2 fo ing thoſe of a public nature, in which all are 
Orts oncerned. Bb 

olly 

JN C- You have de ak another year, with- 
ers, jut having been brought to the gates of the 
d to rave by ſickneſs. God has been the health of 
r to Hour countenance, no leſs than the length of your 


hich ays. You have not been called, through an- 


iſh, to water your couch with tears; and to 


ting zer die pains, ſeeking reſt without finding 
ch a Lou have not been made to poſſeſs months 
uch vanity, weariſome nights have not been ap- 
DUT- ated to you. When you have laid down, your 
Joy —— — —_— 
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| fleep has not fled from you; you have not faid 
When ſhall I ariſe and the night be gone; you 
have not been full of toſſings to and fro unto Þ 
the dawning of the day. You have enjoyed day |: 
and night, alternately, anſwerable to the gracious Þ7 
intentions of him, who formed the light and 
created darkneſs. You have had little or no lick. 
neſs in your family; but the individuals of it 
have been healthy and well, capable of filling up! 
their ſeveral places according to your 7 You Þ 
have been ſo far proſpered and ſucceeded, as that] 
vou have not laboured in vain, nor ſpent your £ 
ſtrength for nought. You have been bleſſed with 
the imules of a common providence, ſo that you 
have had food to eat and raiment to put on. 
Surely this ſhould be a day of thankſgiving to 
you: And you will be greatly to blame, if you 
are not affected with that divine goodneſs which 
has paſſed before you, and diſtinguiſhed you 
_ wondertully from others, it may be, your ncx 
neighbeur. The adjoining family may have gone 
through a ſcene of affliction; it may have beef 
viſited with the ſorrows of death. Will you ſay 
that you have deſerved to be ſo diſtinguiſhed tron 
it? Upon a review of your behaviour and tem 
per muſt you not ewn, that they have been il 
faulty, ſo much the reverſe of your chriſtian cha 
racter, ſo unworthy of that holy vocation where 
with you have been called, as that it is of tis 
Lord's mercies that you are not conſumed, b. 
cauſe his compaſſions fail not. Make this the 
a day of thankſgiving, not by an irregular 1! 
dulgence of your carnal appetites, but by key 

ing your hearts lifted up to God in grateful 
knowledgments of his free and unmerited #av0u 
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empted, ſince the laſt day 
rious trying providences, {till let us conſider What 
have been our mercies, how much beyond what 
we have deſerved, and let us be heartily thank- 
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towards you; and by winding up the ſprings of 
holy. obedience, that you may move on with vi- 
gour in the way of duty, may not ſtand ſtill, 

but. run the race ſet before you. A thankſgiving 


day is not deſigned as a ſertling the account be: 


tween us and God for the mercies of the preced- 
ing year, which being done we are diſcharged 
from taking any further notice of them; ; but 
for the recollection and acknowledgment of the 


fame, accompanied with a ſolemn engagement to 
| live aniwerable to them for the future. 


2. In the ſecond place, have we not been ex- 


tal for them. 


9 


"Wide we been under pains and ſickneſs, more 


than we were ever before acquainted with; Or 
have our families been ſorely afflicted; 
we had our ſubſtance leſſened, and our property 
diminiſhed; or have we been deprived of ſome ot 


Or have 


our rd and deareſt friends and relatives, 


vhoſe loſs we ſhall fee] forthe remainder of ourdays, 
ſtill we have had our exerciſes moderated by the 
_ continuance, or beſtowment of valuable com 


forts. There has been ſamething to alleviate our 
condition, and to prevent it's being of all others 
the moſt miſerable. Though our tubſtance may 


have been leſſened, it has not been wholly anni 
hilated, we have food to cat nd raiment to 
Our families may have undergone 


dliſagreeable chan ges 


put on. | 
; but they have not been 
broken 


of this kind, from va- 
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broken up and ſcattered far and wide. We may 

| have been diſordered, frequently and much; but 
it has not been ſo long nor heavy, as might 
have been; and at leaft, we have reached tc 
this day, and have been enabled to attend this 
fervice. And have we been deprived by the 
ſtroke of death, of our deareſt relatives; yet we 
have ſome remaining, if not relatives, friends, 
in whom we can find comfort, and with whom 
we can paſs away many of our future hours 
with pleaſure. But could it be, that we had 
neither relative nor friend among fellow-mortals, 
*twould be our fin had we not a friend and fa- 
ther in the eyer-living God. And vet was even 
this the cafe, we have a call for thankfulneſs, 
ior the goſpel propoſes to us, for cur acceptance, 
2 Saviour able to deliver out of preſent trouble, 
and to grant everlaſting happineſs. How much 
is this beyond our demerits ! and what thankſ- 
givings ought to flow from our hearts, for our 
not taving been conftmed, before we had heard 
of it. May we not be fo fooliſh as to neglect 
the Saviour, till we are conſumed by the King of 
terrors; for if fo, we ſhall come under the pow- 
er of the ſecond death, and in vain with that we 
could be ute, confined. But while I mention 
the Saviour, to engage in thankſgivings thoſe - 
who may be deſtitute of all earthly good, life 
only excepted, 1 cannot ſuppoſe that there is a 
{ngle perſon among us ſo extremely deſtitute. 
Was there; or in the neighbourhood ; or within 
the reach of aſſiſtance, I ſhould think it my duty 
upon being acquainted with it, to afford him 
atiſtance and to ſweeten the cup of his bitter- 
ack with ſome drops of comfort, in honour to 
e 5 Hümanity, 
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humanity, was not chriſtianity concerned, kai 
ever unworthy he may have been and clpeci> 
10 on ſuch 4 oy as the preſent. 
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- Th the third 224 laſt place, let us -penſent- 
ns that though we are not conſumed, yet 
we are daily conſuming, and ſhould therefore 
be found living daily a life of faith and obe- 
dience, that ſo it may be a mercy to us when. 


| ever we come to be confumed by the firoke 
of death. 
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0 To the young it may appear ſtrange to i 5 
a that they are conſuming daily, when they are 
„ I conſtantly growing up to maturity, and are in- 
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. _ caling i in their ſtrength and VIgour. But how | {4 
>, ever they may not attend to it, every moment | i 
h | they live, leflens the time of their life, and brings | | 
{. them nearer to death. They have a day less | 
Ty 0 live, than they had yeſterday: and they will 1 
rd . another day nearer the grave on the mor- 1 
Ct row. We may compare their life to a ſingle 10 
of turn "gf 2 wheel; and their youth to the ri- . 
W. ſing part of it, which the faſter it advances, 

we romes the ſooner to the ſummit, and the ſooner 

on tompletes the circuit. Thoſe in middle life may 

oſe em to be at a ſtand, like the ſun when at it's 

life Wlſtice ; but though they feel themſelves full 

s a of life and activity; their time is waſting, and 

ite. er ſtrength tending to a decline; and ina 

hin u more years, if ſpared, they will perceive, at 

uty {lt that they are growing old. The aged know 

im Piat they are conſuming, from the feelings of ſenſe. 

ter- ey have pains and aches that they were ſtran- 

to fers to in former years; and a multitude of new 

ty, complaints. 
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complaints. The ſun, the moon, and the ſtars 
are dimm'd. The keepers of the houſe tremble. 
The ſtrong men bow themſelves. The grind- 
ers ceaſe becauſe they are few; and thoſe that 
look out of the windows are darkened. The 
daughters of muſick are brought low. The al- 
mond tree flouriſheth. The graſs-hopper is a 
burden and deſire faileth. So that they feel them. 
ſelves gradually approaching the houſe appoint- 
ed for all the living. It concerns us all to know that 
we are daily conſuming, whatever our ages are; 
and let it be noted, however paradoxical it may 
ſound, equally faſt; for the moments of the young. 
are no longer in running off, than thoſe of the 
aged, though there may poſſibly be more of 
them ; Ifay, poſſibly, as in many inſtances it 1: 
otherwiſe. And are we confuming daily, let us 

| hve the life we now live in the fleſh in the faith 
of the Son of God, under the influence of chrifſti- 
an truths, that when the moment comes for ou: 
being conſumed by death, we may change the 
preſent for an eternal life, and follow thoſe that 
within the circle of the paſt year have througl 
faith and patience removed from the church mi- 
Htant, to inherit the promiſes with the church 
triumphant, when we ſhall enter upon an ever | 
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